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IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME COURSES PATHWAY | FAQ
Below are frequently asked questions regarding the IB Diploma Programme (IB DP)
Courses Pathway at UCC.

1. OVERVIEW OF THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME COURSES PATHWAY

1.a. Why is UCC offering the IB DP Courses Pathway option?

UCC is a committed IB Continuum World School and we are evolving our program to best
meet the needs of our students. The new UCC Graduation Pathways are being introduced
to enhance student options in Years 11 and 12. The pathways will expand the breadth and
depth of opportunities available to students so that they can find and pursue their passions
at UCC and beyond.

The IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) Courses Pathway offers increased flexibility and
allows for specialization in course selection. It does this while retaining the benefits of a
liberal education and the rigour of IB approaches to learning and courses. It also includes
signature features of the IB, such as the DP Core course (Theory of Knowledge; Extended
Essay;Creativity, Activity, Service), which helps students excel in postsecondary studies
and in finding success in life.

1.b. What are some of the key features of the IB DP Courses Pathway?

The IB DP Courses Pathway provides a strong IB liberal education with flexibility and
personalization for those who have a good idea of their postsecondary plans. This pathway
enables students to take IB DP courses based on their areas of interest and their plans for
postsecondary studies.

This pathway is grounded in the DP’s core ethos, reflecting breadth, academic rigour and
international mindedness. The courses offered in this programme are the same rigorous

IB courses offered to all Year 11 and 12 students. Increased flexibility allows students who
are elite-level athletes, artists and musicians or who have a significant service commitment
outside of school to pursue their passion. This pathway may also be suited to students with
specific learning needs or those with a specific postsecondary goal in mind.

Graduates will earn the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) as well as IB Course
Certificates for all successfully completed IB courses. Students will not be eligible to earn
the IB Diploma.
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1.c. Is this option easier than the other IB pathways?
While this pathway offers increased flexibility in course selection, the courses are the same
rigorous IB courses offered to all UCC Year 11and 12 students.

1.d. When will the IB DP Courses Pathway be available to UCC students?

Starting in September 2025, UCC students will have the opportunity to pursue this option
as a pathway. Students must first apply to participate in this programme. (See details in
Section 3 below). Year 10 students (Class of 2027 and beyond) will have the opportunity to
apply starting in fall 2024.

Section 2. Curriculum and Assessment

2.a. How is the IB DP Courses Pathway different from the other IB DP Pathways?

The courses offered in the IB DP Courses Pathway are the same rigorous IB courses
offered to all Year 11 and 12 students (with the exception of the Systems Transformation:
Innovations for a Better World course, which is available only to students in the IB DP
Systems Transformation Pathway).

Increased flexibility allows students in this pathway to choose an area of greater focus
and/or accommodate elite-level participation in co-curricular activities such as athletics,
arts or service through reduction in the number of required courses. This pathway also
accommodates students with specific learning needs or those with a specific university
goal in mind.
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2.b. What does learning look like in this pathway?

Students will have the opportunity to select from all Diploma Programme (DP) courses
available at UCC in addition to the DP Core course but they will not be bound by the course
selection requirements of the IB DP. Students enrolled in the IB DP Courses Pathway are
required to complete:

» The DP Core course (Theory of Knowledge; Extended Essay; Creativity,
Activity, Service)

e A minimum of four (4) additional courses, which can be HL or SL based on individual
needs, university aspirations and credit requirements (in consultation with the
University Counselling Office as part of the application process)

The parameters above may be adjusted for documented learning needs.

o
o L

DP Core
course

TOK, EE, CAS
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2.c. Will graduates of this pathway receive the IB Diploma?

Graduates of the IB DP Courses Pathway will receive IB Course Certificates for all of the IB
courses that they successfully complete. They will also earn the Ontario Secondary School
Diploma (OSSD). Graduates of this pathway will not be eligible to earn the full IB Diploma.

SECTION 3. STUDENT SUITABILITY AND PATHWAY APPLICATIONS

3.a. Who is this pathway for?
Students interested in this pathway must have a vision and a plan that will be supported by
the IB DP Courses Pathway.

This pathway may be of interest to students who want to choose an area of greater focus
(e.g. those who want to take three sciences to enter a direct-entry medicine, biomedical

or engineering program or those students aiming to attend specific arts or social science
programs who may benefit from three languages, arts or humanities courses); those
seeking to accommodate elite-level participation in athletics, arts, music or service outside
of school; as well as students with specific learning needs.

3.b. How can a student enter the IB DP Courses Pathway?

Year 10 students must submit an application to enter this pathway outlining their clear,
articulated goals and they must have sign-off from the University Counselling Office
and from their parents/guardians.

A selection committee will review all applications.

3.c. When do students need to decide if they want to follow this pathway?

Year 10 students will have opportunities to explore the IB DP Courses Pathway and other
UCC Graduation Pathways in the fall.

Year 10 students must submit an application, outlining their clear, articulated goals, and
they must have sign-off from the University Counselling Office and from their parents/

guardians by the end of January.

A selection committee will review all applications.
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3.d. Where can | get more information?

UCC will hold information sessions and University Counselling meetings regarding the
pathway options. Year 10 students will have one-to-one meetings with their university
counsellors to discuss university plans and the pathway options suited to their plans and
interests. Information is also available on UCC’s website.

3.e. How will students be selected for this pathway?

The selection criteria for this pathway will be focused on each student’s reasons for this
option as well as demonstrated alignment with their university or other post-secondary
goals and plans.

3.f. What if students change their minds?

Our aim is that all students are able to make informed decisions about their learning
program when they submit their final course selections. However, we know that sometimes
thinking shifts in the subsequent months, or even in the first few weeks of a new course:
for this reason, we support students in making changes to their subject package up until
the Thanksgiving Weekend — after which transitions can become much more challenging.
These changes are always dependent on the possibilities of the timetable and on space
being available in classes.

Itis unlikely that an IB DP Courses Pathway student can switch to either the IB DP Pathway
or the IB DP Systems Transformation Pathway.

SECTION 4. UNIVERSITY RECOGNITION

4.a. Do universities recognize the IB DP Courses Pathway?

Graduates of this pathway will earn IB Course Certificates and the Ontario Secondary
School Diploma (OSSD) which are recognized by universities around the world. In
consultation with UCC’s University Counseling Office, students on this pathway will be
encouraged to make thoughtful course selections that align with their areas of interest
and postsecondary aspirations. This pathway will allow students to meet the prerequisite
course requirements for university options.

4.b. How can students get advice on whether this pathway suits their university goals?
Throughout the fall, students and families will have multiple opportunities to explore the
new UCC Graduation Pathways and how the three options are suited to students’ preferred
university destinations.
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UCC will hold information sessions and University Counselling meetings regarding the
pathway options. Year 10 students will have one-to-one meetings with their university
counsellors to discuss university plans and the pathway options suited to their interests.
Information is also available on UCC’s website.

We encourage students to make initial subject selections for Year 11 by reflecting on their
interests and strengths, the kinds of learning they enjoy, and the experiences they want to
have in their learning program as a whole.

4.c. What if students don’t know what they want to study at university? How can they
make a decision about this pathway?

Students interested in this pathway must have a vision and a plan that will be supported by
the IB DP Courses Pathway.

In the case that a student doesn’t know what they want to study at university, then the IB
DP Pathway is likely the more suitable option and should be part of discussions with their
university counsellor.
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